representative of the period: Francis Borgia, Duke of Gandía.1 By this I mean his more private and contemplative spirituality, quite different from the active membership model of Ignatius, his prophetic calling -for his own disciples he was the Joachimite tradition's long-awaited "angelic pope" -his numerous problems with the Spanish Inquisition,2 and his rather unconventional positions against the "purity of blood" statutes and in favor of the conversos.3 All of the above, as well as Rome's harsh censure of his positions, leads us to infer that a radical religious project sprang up around Borgia, one which was repeatedly condemned by the Inquisition, and was strongly rejected by the Society's leadership. Quashed by Ignatius himself, Borgia's prophetic calling (or alumbrado calling, I would say) made a comeback during his term as superior general of the Jesuits (1565-72), giving rise to the menacing cases of alumbradismo that, from Andalusia to Peru, were at the center of a number of inquisitorial trials. The tendency was later to be repressed and harshly condemned from inside the Society during the great anti-mystical campaign of the new superior general, Mercurian. Nevertheless, it would remain an essential part of the Jesuit spirit and spirituality.
Let us start from the beginning. We know that Borgia, who at the time was an important figure in Spain in his role as the powerful, secular Duke of Gandía -began to take part in the Spiritual Exercises in 1546 thanks to the Jesuit Andrés de Oviedo, and in a matter of months, he secretly entered the Society. At the time it was the Society's most significant and astonishing conquest, a sign that it was truly destined to take on great tasks and was able to achieve lofty goals. The occurrence was also full of symbolic value. The signs of this great victory were kept secret until 1551, when news of the duke's conversion
